BOB AND SUE DEVINEY’S TRIP TO FOUNDATION FOR HIS MINISTRY (FFHM) IN MEXICO   AUGUST 2007

We left Vancouver on August 17th, driving our pickup and utility trailer to the FFHM mission in Vincente Guerrero, Baja, Mexico.  The 1330 mile trip takes about 24 hours to drive, with the last 100 miles the slowest going.  Vincente Guerrero is roughly 90 miles and four stop lights south of Ensenada, Mexico.
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This year we had about 20 large garbage bags filled with donated clothing, seven boxes of donated school supplies and a few boxes of medical equipment. Sue’s mother had passed away in June and we took her wheelchair, recumbent exercise bike (used for physical therapy) and electric lift chair down to donate to the disabled ministry that they have at the mission.  
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It was an extra special blessing for us to accompany one of the mission workers to Dr. Armando Rios home to give him the lift chair.  He had been in an accident many years before and was paralyzed from the neck down.  Dr. Rios was cared for at the mission hospital after his accident and while being cared for accepted Christ into his life.  He continues to serve God in his town just north of the mission by seeing patients, helping them medically and spiritually.  The lift chair will aid him in this ministry.
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Sue worked all week with Sandra Cordoba, the 27 year old daughter of the mission administrator.  Sandra has cerebral palsy, and has been confined to a wheelchair her entire life.  A device was made that allows Sandra to get around in an upright position. This allowed Sandra to walk for the first time.    
Sandra has difficulty speaking.  To aid in communication, she works with a donated computer program that helps her to “vocalize” her thoughts and feelings.  Sue worked with Sandra to figure out how to select letters and words with a pointer attached to her chin.  The computer then speaks the words.  [image: image5.jpg]


 Sandra really needs a long-term volunteer to teach her reading and language arts skills (she understands Spanish and English) and to create a library of commonly used words and phrases.
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This year the mission has started a new ministry for disabled children, Dirk and Mary Kos work in this area and it was a tremendous blessing for Sue to work with them and the children during the week. God is really blessing this ministry through Dirk and Mary.  
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Monday, Bob cleaned up a small building next to the two-story staff building, which will eventually be the new mission store.  After relocating the accumulated contents to the warehouse and maintenance building, he swept the place clean, dusted the donated glass counters and new windows, and brought in chairs so it could be used by guests for team meetings.
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A couple years ago, the long unused airplane hanger (an empty metal building) was heavily remodeled: a second floor and central stairs were built, plumbing for a restroom added, and the interior partitioned.  The wheelchair ministry and bicycle shop were combined, and now take up the west end of the building.  The east end is occupied by the maintenance shop; combining supplies and workbenches that used to be located in three small rooms.  Bob spent four days in the “electrical shop” moving cabinets, and organizing all the parts that remained on the floor from the original move into the building.  By the end of the week, tools were in the [locked] tool room, plumbing supplies were moved upstairs, and the electrical supplies were organized by category: power delivery and metering, panels/breakers/fuses, wiring, connectors, lighting, switches, etc.  
[image: image9.jpg]



We also had the joy of spending time with Chabela (the autistic child abandoned at birth at the garbage dump and raised at the mission).  Our daughter, Rachel and her husband, Alex spent a year at the mission and were Chabela’s care givers for most of that time.  So she has a special place in our hearts.  An American couple from Canby, OR have been trying to adopt her for 4-5 years now.  It seems to be getting closer to the possibility that they will be able to get her to the states and her new home.
The mission tries to create a home-like setting for the children that are cared for through the orphanage.  Each of the ten casas, or homes, cares for a number of children that live at the mission.  We visited with Eduardo, Brenda and “family” from Casa 1.  It was a pleasure to visit and share with them.  
We were blessed by our time at the mission, as we are each time we visit.  Bob plans on returning in January for a 3-month stay.  Laurelwood is planning our tenth trip to the mission, scheduled for July 2008.  Even if you don’t go, we would love to share how you could be involved with this exciting ministry!  (For more information about the ministry see their website, www.ffhm.org, talk to us or anyone on the outreach board).
Dr. Rios and Sue








